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IN BRIEF

Do you have northern news?
The Daily American has devoted this daily page to all news
north of Route 30 toward Johnstown. If you have news or a
suggestion, please call us. Staff Writer Dan DiPaolo can be
reached at 444-5957; Correspondent Sandy Wojcik for
Windber and Central City news can be contacted at 754-

5675; and Jennifer Garlesky in Conemaugh Township
may be reached at 479-4785. Our fax line is 444-5966
or send us e-mail to news@dailyamerican.com.

By DAN DiPAOLO
Daily American 30 North Chief

Windber Borough police and members of a special state
police bomb squad were called to a Scalp Level residence
in order to investigate a potentially hazardous substance or
device, according to Somerset County Control.

Shortly after 5 p.m. Wednesday, an individual called
911 to report the apparent hazard at 1275 3rd St., con-
trollers said.

According to published reports, members of the state
police bomb squad removed a suspicious box from that
address.

Information on the contents and disposition of the box
were not released as of Wednesday night.

Police were on the scene until 9:14 p.m. It is not known
whether any arrests were made. Windber police are con-
tinuing the investigation, according to controllers.

Local firefighters and other emergency personnel were
not called to the scene during the investigation, controllers
said.

(Dan DiPaolo can be contacted at dand@dailyameri-
can.com.)

By SANDY WOJCIK
Daily American Correspondent

It all came together for Jay
McClatchey and Andy Holland
Tuesday morning.

The owners of Applied
Computational Technologies were
given a check for $35,000 as the
winners of the Big Idea Business
Plan Contest.

The check presentation was held
at Windber Research Institute
where the partners base their busi-
ness. Ben Franklin Venture
Investment Forum and Ben
Franklin Technology Partners of
central and northern Pennsylvania
awarded the money to the local
company.

McClatchey, chief executive
officer of Applied Computational,
said the idea for the high-tech soft-
ware development company
formed around its premiere prod-
uct, ProACTive, which is radiation
software designed to aid in cancer
therapy. McClatchy credited the
product to Holland, a renowned
nuclear engineer.

“The idea is all Andy’s,”
McClatchey said in an interview
prior to the presentation. “He has
all the tech skills but needed some-
one in business, which I brought to
the company.”

According to background infor-

mation supplied by the company,
“ProACTive is a broad-based
patient-pending particle transport
simulation technology that is valu-
able in multiple markets from life
sciences to nuclear power.”

“AppCompTech’s primary focus
is developing ProACTive into a
high-performance radiation treat-
ment planning tool for cancer ther-
apy. In 2006 an estimated 1.4 mil-
lion Americans will be diagnosed
with cancer and approximately 65
percent of those (stricken) will
receive some form of radiation
therapy. ProACTive will benefit
thousands of cancer patients annu-
ally by significantly improving a
radiation oncologist’s planning
capability, leading to better treat-
ment outcomes and reduced side
effects.”

McClatchey said he submitted
the application for the Ben
Franklin competition a year
ago. Then, in May of this year,
AppCompTech was one of five
finalists making presentations to a
panel of judges at the Penn State
Hotel and Conference Center.

“Their patent-pending technolo-
gy, called ProACTive, provides
fast and accurate dose calculations
and is the breakthrough that will
enable further advancements in
radiation treatment planning,” the
panel said.

He said the award from Ben
Franklin “helps us move forward
in our intent to provide physicians
with the ability to work in a real-
time environment and have the
high accuracy they need to provide
their patients with the best possible
treatment.”

State Sen. John N. Wozniak, D-
Johnstown, praised the other entre-
preneurs along with the Ben
Franklin Partnership for their “hard
work.” He said because of this
work, “thousands of jobs will be
created in Pennsylvania.”

Presenting the check Tuesday
morning was Stephen Brawley,
president and chief executive offi-
cer of Ben Franklin Technology
Partners, covering central and
northern Pennsylvania. He said a
competition like this one helps
“plant the seed for business” in
Pennsylvania.

Brawley said he feels the com-
pany was awarded the money
because not only did they have a
great idea, but they followed
through with a “good, solid busi-
ness plan.”

He said the state, which pro-
vides funds to the Ben Franklin
program, is becoming diversified
in employment.

“It’s critical that we continue to
make efforts to diversify our busi-
ness base,” he said.

Jill Edwards, executive director
of Ben Franklin’s Venture
Investment Forum, said the contest
“gives entrepreneurs the impetus to
finalize their business plans and
receive feedback from the judges.

“We are delighted to award the
$35,000 prize to Applied
Computational Technologies,
which demonstrated a solid plan
for commercializing their technol-

ogy,” Edwards said.
Edwards added that this is the

eighth time the prize has been
awarded.

“Every year the contest becomes
more and more competitive. This
year we had 52 entrepreneurs and
then we had to narrow it down to
six (and) then to the winning appli-
cation. It really is no easy task,”
she said.

Local company wins $35,000

Photo by Sandy Wojcik

A check for $35,000 was presented to Jay McClatchey and Andy
Holland, owners of Applied Computational Technologies LLC, by
Stephen Brawley, president and chief executive officer of Ben Franklin
Technology Partners, and state Sen. John N. Wozniak, D-Johnstown,
at the Windber Research Institute Tuesday morning. The local compa-
ny received the money for winning the Big Idea Business Plan Contest,
sponsored by Ben Franklin.

By SANDY WOJCIK
Daily American Correspondent

Filmmakers will be able to show their stuff at the
Johnstown Film & Wine Festival set for Thursday
through Saturday.

Matt Hughes, a planning committee member, said
the event is being held for the first time and was an
idea that began through the Greater Johnstown
Chamber of Commerce Leadership Initiative.

“The smaller subgroups are challenged” to com-
plete a program or project for community service,
he said.

Hughes is working with Mike Docherty, Lee
King and Lynne Hood on the film festival.

“Actually Lee King pitched the idea,” Hughes
said in a telephone interview.

The purpose was to have a way for college- and
high school-aged artists to showcase their work
without leaving the area.

“There is a rising interest in this and they don’t
have to leave to display their work,” he said.

The festival project was announced in early 2006
and the deadline for entries was April 30. Hughes
said the entrants were from all over the United
States, including some as far away as Texas and
Minnesota.

“The vast majority were from the Pittsburgh
area,” he said.

More than 50 films were entered in the competi-
tion.

“Topics included documentaries, music, horror,

comedy, narratives and even silent films,” he said.
There were only two requirements to enter: the

film could only run 30 minutes and it must be orig-
inal in submission, Hughes said. 

Some of the films were poor and didn’t make the
cut, Hughes said. Others will be screened from 6 to
10 p.m. today and Friday at the Johnstown Flood
Museum theaters. Tickets can be purchased at the
door.

On Saturday, doors will open at 8 p.m. to show
the top six entries and three winners at the Frank &
Sylvia Pasquerilla Heritage Discovery Center court-
yard along Broad Street. 

Tickets for Saturday’s event include two wine
tastings from Glades Pike Winery and can be pur-
chased online at www.jaha.org/filmfestival or at the
Heritage Discovery Center gift shop along Broad
Street.

“There are only 300 tickets available,” Hughes
said. 

If there are tickets left prior to the event, they
will be sold at the door.

The casual event will be held in the courtyard
weather permitting. In addition to the wine, Hughes
said there will be popcorn, beer and other light
refreshments available for purchase. Starbucks will
have a complimentary selection of hot and cold bev-
erages.

Westwood Plaza Theater owner Andy Lasky will
serve as the master of ceremonies on Saturday
night.

Film & Wine Festival starts today
A Johnstown man is accused of

punching and throwing to the ground
the man police say shot a 5-year-old
boy in Conemaugh Township.

Terry Lee Kerr, 46, Govier Lane,
Johnstown, is charged with simple
assault and false reports to law
enforcement authorities in connec-
tion with the incident.

According to police reports, on
June 24, Kerr left Kidsport Soccer
Field in Benscreek after a 5-year-old
boy was hit by a bullet, and he went
to the residence of Larry Lampel,
Govier Lane, in the Ideal Park area of
Conemaugh Township.

Kerr entered a garage at the resi-
dence at about 5:20 p.m., grabbed
Lampel by the shirt and forced him to
a standing position, according to a
probable-cause affidavit filed by
Conemaugh Township police. 

Kerr then forced Lampel outside,
striking him on the head and throw-
ing him on the ground while moving

him outside of the residence, the affi-
davit said.

The incident ended when an off-
duty state police trooper arrived on
the scene, the affidavit said.

When Kerr was questioned by
police later that day, he told officers
that Lampel had threatened to shoot
people at the Kidsport Soccer Field,
according to the complaint. Lampel
told police he was shooting at chip-
munks and had no idea that anyone
had been shot, and police in turn
charged Kerr with making false
reports.

Kerr also charged with summary
offenses of harassment and simple
trespass in connection with his unin-
vited entrance into the residence and
his treatment of Lampel, the com-
plaint said.

A preliminary hearing is sched-
uled for 1:45 p.m. July 18 before
District Judge Susan Mankamyer in
Boswell. 

Man charged with assault after
shooting at CT soccer field

FD holding ‘Cruise In’
The Hollsopple Volunteer Fire Department is holding a “Cruise In” featuring classic cars and motorcy-

cles on Friday night.
Registration for the event is open to the public and begins at 6 p.m. at the fire hall along Mill Street in

Hollsopple.
The event will also feature an assortment of classic drive-in foods such as hamburgers, hot dogs, french

fries and milkshakes. All proceeds will benefit the fire department. 

Bomb squad
called to Scalp
Level residence

By DAN DiPAOLO
Daily American 30 North Chief

Paint Township officials are maintaining that construction
work being done at a controversial housing development has
been approved by local agencies and is part of the site’s
stormwater control plan.

During Tuesday’s Windber Borough Council meeting, resi-
dents concerned about flooding linked to the development
demanded the council take action after they claimed they
observed unapproved work, including topsoil removal, being
done on the site.

David Blough, a township supervisor, said work being done
on the Ramblin’ Hills subdivision in the last week was
approved corrective action that included topsoil re-seeding and
removal of bank shale.

He went on to say that supervisors have frequently visited
the site in the past few weeks and have seen nothing that
appeared to be a violation of the work stoppage orders issued
by both the township and state Department of Environmental
Protection.

Township engineer Patrick Mulcahy said that some of the
work done on the site was mandated as part of the stormwater
management plan through the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, a branch of the United States Department of
Agriculture, formerly known as the Soil Conservation Service.

The sighting of any work on the land was enough to make
some residents call for more controls on the construction being
done there.

In the space of 10 months, on Aug. 8 and again on May 31,
more than 20 residences along Jackson Avenue were inundated
by a massive sewage back-up.

The first flood was linked to unapproved work on the luxu-
ry housing project.

The second sewage back-up was caused by a combination of
runoff from the hill and illegal infiltration of stormwater into
several township and borough sewage lines from sources out-
side the development, according to Windber Mayor Art
Palumbo.

Both events occurred after a large rain storm swept through
the area.

The developer and contractors were ordered to stop con-
struction in an Aug. 28 letter from township supervisors until
the planning module for the subdivision could be reviewed,
township officials said.

The contractors were only allowed to perform DEP-mandat-
ed remediation work on the site, supervisors said.

The DEP has since reviewed the module for the develop-
ment and rejected it, Mulcahy said.

Additionally, following the May 31 event, the DEP issued a
consent order barring Windber Borough, Paint Township and
the Windber Area Authority from issuing new building permits
or sewer taps until they develop a flood-control plan.

However, residents claim work has still not stopped on the
site and both DEP officials and supervisors have not been able
to do anything about it.

A number have attended all of the township and borough
meetings since the second sewage flood, each time asking
municipal leaders for more oversight on the hill.

A public meeting for all the residents affected by the flood-
ing has been scheduled for 7 p.m. July 18 at the Windber Area
High School cafeteria.

(Dan DiPaolo can be contacted at
dand@dailyamerican.com.)

Officials: Work was approved


